
 
Mar 14, 2018 
 
Education Committee 
CT 
 
Dear Members of the Education Committee, Committee, 
 
As an advocate with Food Allergy Research & Education, I am writing to you to voice my support of HB 
5452.  The bill addresses important concerns regarding the safety of students, including allowing school 
transportation personnel to intervene in an allergic emergency, having the state update current school 
food allergy guidelines, and putting policies in place to keep food allergic students safely participating in 
culinary programs. 
 
My 11 year old son is allergic to peanuts, chick peas and lentils.  As years went on after the initial 
diagnosis, his anxiety increased regarding potential for cross contamination in school and on the bus. 
He told us that kids were often eating on the bus despite the strict rule against eating.  We ultimately 
developed a 504 plan in an effort to educate and create the safest environment possible for our son. 
During that process we learned that his only option for safe transport to school would be the wheelchair 
van.  As this was not the best choice for our family, we decided to forgo the bus for both of our children. 
We are a family of two full time working parents who have had to make various accommodations to 
avoid the bus, including significant increases in cost of childcare.  We only want our child to be safe so 
have made any necessary accommodations. 
 
I urge you to take the time to read about the Amanda Huynh tragedy this past week.  It is our obligation 
as a society to make sure this never happens again. 
In reading some of the responses regarding the bus drivers, I worry that not training bus drivers 
perpetuates a dangerous ignorance 
regarding the importance of early epinephrine.   What is the harm? Why 
are money and time more important than lives? 
 
Food allergies are a serious and growing public health problem with no cure. Fifteen million Americans 
have food allergies, including nearly 6 million children. In Connecticut, up to 8 percent of children have a 
food allergy. 
 
Connecticut is among the top five states for food anaphylactic food reactions and food allergy diagnosis 
insurance claims. 
 
An allergic reaction can escalate to anaphylaxis within minutes and, if left untreated, may cause death.  
Food allergy is the most common cause of anaphylaxis, but insect stings, medications and latex are 
other triggers 
 
Epinephrine is the first-line treatment for anaphylaxis. It is safe and simple to administer. 
 
Only 30 percent of reporting districts require bus drivers to have training in anaphylaxis and 
administering epinephrine. 
 



Current State Department of Education (CSDE) guidelines for students with food allergies were written 
in 2006, updated in 2012, and are out of date with current medical and legal standards of care. As an 
example, CSDE guidelines do not acknowledge food allergies may be considered a disability under the 
ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 
 
For these reasons, I ask you to bring HB 5452 to a vote and vote YES. 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mrs. Nicole Dunn 
628 Ridge Rd 
Middletown, CT 06457-5412 
(860) 632-1233 
nicoledaprn@gmail.com 
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